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MA Takes a Next Step in
Health Reform: Addressing
Affordability through Value
Last week, Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker
introduced legislation to significantly restructure

how the state spends money on health care, which includes
consumer protections against certain surprise medical bills and
prescription drug price increases above certain amounts. The
proposal prioritizes investments in primary and behavioral health
while strengthening enforcement of the state’s annual cost growth
benchmark and much more. This blog highlights how the governor is
proposing to manage health care cost drivers and improve access to
high-quality care. NASHP is sponsoring a webinar that explores this
new health reform proposal with Marylou Sudders (pictured),
secretary of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services,
soon.

Latest State Action on Medicaid Expansion,
Work Requirements, and Block Grants
Many states are continuing to seek federal approval for a mix of
Medicaid coverage changes, including modifications to their
expanded Medicaid programs or enacting work requirements. While
work requirements have faced legal challenges, other states —
including those that have not implemented Medicaid expansion —
are continuing to seek federal approval to condition Medicaid
eligibility on work. This new NASHP blog provides updates on recent
state activity related to Medicaid expansion waivers, work
requirements, and Tennessee’s recent block grant proposal.

States Explore Strategies to Better Integrate
Care for Dual-Eligible Beneficiaries
At NASHP’s recent annual conference, state policymakers highlighted
effective strategies to address the needs of dual-eligible Medicare
and Medicaid beneficiaries and integrate care across federal and
state programs in their Dual Eligible Special Needs Plans (D-SNPs).
This blog recaps successful D-SNP models in Minnesota and
Arizona, and highlights what internal state expertise is needed to
support these programs.

NASHP Launches New, Redesigned Website
NASHP has launched its new website, designed to make it easier to
find the reports, blogs, maps, and legal and policy briefs necessary to
support effective and innovative state health policies. We surveyed
staff, NASHP academy members, and subscribers to our newsletter
and have been diligently working to address the feedback we
received. Our new website has updated technology, a more user-
friendly interface, advanced search and filter features, and more
interactive map and chart designs The design is also more mobile-
friendly, allowing access to resources "on the go." Please visit our
new website at www.nashp.org

Webinar Series Increases Access to Medicaid
Services in Schools
The Healthy Students, Promising Futures Learning Collaborative,
whose mission is to bring together state teams to increase access to
Medicaid services in schools and promote supportive school
environments, is sponsoring the following webinars:

Navigating Parental Consent: Whose Signature Do You
Need, When Do You Need It, and Tips on How to Get It,
featuring Rebecca Gudeman, National Center for Youth Law,  
3-4 p.m. (ET) Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019. Register here. 
 
Expanding Access to School Behavioral Health Services
via Telehealth, featuring Amanda Martin, Center for Rural
Health Innovation, 2-3 p.m. (ET) Thursday, Nov 14, 2019.
Register here. 

Webinars 

 
Webinar: The Next Steps to
Improving Home Health Care
for Children with Medical
Complexity  
10:30 a.m. (PT)  
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019

 
Webinar: Utilizing Quality
Measures to Build an
Effective Palliative Care
System  
2-3 p.m. (ET)  
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019

 
Webinar for State Officials
Only: Innovations in Medicaid
Pharmacy Benefit
Management Policies - A
Look at Three States  
3:30-4:30 p.m. (ET)  
Friday, Nov. 1, 2019

Jobs 

 
NASHP Project Director,
Center for State Health Care
System Costs

 
NASHP Policy Associate
Positions

 
NASHP Research Analysts
for Emerging Policy Issues
and Child and Family Health
Teams
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the Month 

Federal Oversight
and State Data to
Ensure Childhood
Screening
NASHP features a new
General Accounting Office
report, Medicaid: Additional
CMS Data and Oversight
Needed to Help Ensure
Children Receive
Recommended Screenings,
that details all states’
reported Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnostic, and
Treatment (EPSDT) data
and examines federal
oversight of the EPSDT
benefit. View other
resources at the Healthy
Child Development State
Resource Center, supported
by the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation. Submit
new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org. 

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges.  
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