
Share this email:

NASHP NEWS | OCTOBER 15, 2019
Were you forwarded this email? Subscribe here.

Top Headlines

State Policy Innovations to Support Family Caregivers
Q&A: How MD Uses Policy Levers to Improve Health Coverage and Access
Federal Judge Blocks Implementation of Public Charge Rule

Featured Stories 

State Policy Innovations to Support Family
Caregivers
States are developing new initiatives to support family caregivers,
who provide nearly $470 billion in unpaid services each year to
relatives, friends, and neighbors. Passage of the federal Recognize,
Assist, Support, and Engage Family Caregivers (RAISE) Act
underscores the urgent attention this issue requires. In this blog ,
NASHP, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, explores
Hawaii, Washington, and Minnesota’s innovative efforts to assist
family caregivers.

Q&A: How Maryland Uses
Policy Levers to Improve
Health Coverage and Access
Maryland has been at the forefront of enacting
statewide health reforms and this year passed
several significant initiatives, including the
Maryland Easy Enrollment Health Insurance

Program that works to ensure no Maryland resident is without
affordable health insurance. In this Q&A, Michele Eberle shares how
Maryland’s marketplace is implementing a new value-based plan and
continuing the state’s reinsurance program in pursuit of universal
coverage.

Federal Judge Blocks Implementation of
Public Charge Rule
Last Friday, a US federal judge issued an injunction to block the
Trump Administration’s new public charge rule, which would
significantly change immigration policies related to public charge
determinations and was scheduled take effect today, Oct. 15, 2019.
This preliminary injunction halts implementation of the rule, although
the Administration is expected to appeal the ruling. For more
information about the public charge rule and state officials’ concerns
about the rule, read NASHP’s blog State Official Fear Final Public
Charge Rule Could Deter Health Coverage Enrollment .

California First State to Enact Law to Combat
Pay-for-Delay Rx Deals
Last week, California passed the nation’s first state law that aims to
block “pay-for-delay” deals that occur when a brand-name drug
manufacturer pays a generic drug maker to keep the generic version
of the drug off the market, reducing competition and keeping the
brand-name drug’s prices high. This blog explains how the new law
works.

Flu Season Is Here! State Resources to
Promote Immunization among Medicaid
Enrollees
State and federal public health officials are bracing for a tough flu
season this winter and are highlighting the importance of influenza
and pertussis (whooping cough-Tdap) vaccines. This is an
important message for pregnant women – one-third of whom
remain unvaccinated. Explore NASHP’s State Immunization
Services and Policies Resource Page for resources, fact sheets,
and strategies to help states promote immunizations, especially
among children and pregnant women enrolled in Medicaid.

Webinar Series Increases Access to Medicaid
Services in Schools
The Healthy Students, Promising Futures Learning Collaborative,
whose mission is to bring together state teams to increase access to
Medicaid services in schools and promote supportive school
environments, is sponsoring the following webinars:

Navigating Parental Consent: Whose Signature Do You
Need, When Do You Need It, and Tips on How to Get It ,
featuring Rebecca Gudeman, National Center for Youth Law, 
3-4 p.m. (ET) Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019. Register here . 
 
Expanding Access to School Behavioral Health Services
via Telehealth , featuring Amanda Martin, Center for Rural
Health Innovation, 2-3 p.m. (ET) Thursday, Nov 14, 2019.
Register here .

#NASHPCONF19 Presentations Now
Available on our Website
More than 80 slideshow presentations made by expert state
policymakers at NASHP’s 32nd Annual State Health Policy
Conference are available. They address dozens of issues, including
state action on climate change, health care and Rx cost controls, and
substance use disorder treatment. Review a list of sessions here ,
and select the individual speaker’s presentation you wish to view.

Webinars 

 
Webinar: Utilizing Quality
Measures to Build an
Effective Palliative Care
System 
2-3 p.m. (ET) 
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019

 
Webinar for State Officials
Only: Innovations in Medicaid
Pharmacy Benefit
Management Policies - A
Look at Three States 
3:30-4:30 p.m. (ET) 
Friday, Nov. 1, 2019
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the Month 

Federal Oversight
and State Data to
Ensure Childhood
Screening
NASHP features a new
General Accounting Office
report, Medicaid: Additional
CMS Data and Oversight
Needed to Help Ensure
Children Receive
Recommended Screenings ,
that details all states’
reported Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnostic, and
Treatment (EPSDT) data
and examines federal
oversight of the EPSDT
benefit. View other
resources at the Healthy
Child Development State
Resource Center , supported
by the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation. Submit
new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org .

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges. 
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