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States Explore Emerging Evidence for
Effective Use of Telehealth
State policymakers are eager to learn about patient-centered
research that identifies effective ways to use telehealth to improve
access to health care. NASHP recently launched the Telehealth
Affinity Group that is examining Patient-Centered Outcomes
Research Institute (PCORI) research findings into innovative
telehealth uses. This blog highlights a Los Angeles County study that
examined how telehealth streamlined referrals of children enrolled in
Medicaid to mental health providers.

States Have Passed 55 Prescription Drug
Cost Control Bills this Year

During the 2019
legislative season, to
date 34 states have
passed laws to curb the
rising cost of
pharmaceutical drugs
through a variety of
approaches, ranging
from stricter regulation
of pharmacy benefit
managers and importing
drugs from Canada to
requiring price
transparency throughout
the drug supply chain.

View the status of every bill submitted across the nation at NASHP’s
Legislative Tracker .

Researchers and Policymakers Zero in on the
Link Between Housing and Health
Researchers increasingly are examining the impact of social
determinants of health – particularly housing – on individuals’ well-
being and the health care they require. The NASHP Housing and
Health Resources for States highlights how state policymakers are
breaking down agency siloes to better deploy resources through an
aligned health and housing agenda. Recently, the journal Health
Affairs published a series of papers exploring how neighborhood
characteristics affect health and how initiatives, such as expanded
state Medicaid coverage, can reduce evictions and health care costs.

#NASHPCONF19 Presentations Now
Available on our Website
More than 80 slideshow presentations made by expert state
policymakers at NASHP’s 32nd Annual State Health Policy
Conference are available. They address dozens of issues, including
state action on climate change, health care and Rx cost controls, and
substance use disorder treatment. Review a list of sessions here ,
and select the individual speaker’s presentation you wish to view.
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Webinar for State Officials
Only: Innovations in Medicaid
Pharmacy Benefit
Management Policies - A
Look at Three States 
3:30-4:30 p.m. (ET) 
Friday, Nov. 1, 2019
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the Month 

Federal Oversight
and State Data to
Ensure Childhood
Screening
NASHP features a new
General Accounting Office
report, Medicaid: Additional
CMS Data and Oversight
Needed to Help Ensure
Children Receive
Recommended Screenings ,
that details all states’
reported Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnostic, and
Treatment (EPSDT) data
and examines federal
oversight of the EPSDT
benefit. View other
resources at the Healthy
Child Development State
Resource Center , supported
by the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation. Submit
new resources to
ehiggins@nashp.org .

National Academy for State Health Policy
The National Academy for State Health Policy is a nonpartisan forum of policymakers
throughout state governments, learning, leading and implementing innovative solutions
to health policy challenges. 
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